Forest Home Traffic Calming – Phase I:  Update, June 24, 2010

The Town of Ithaca sent the Phase 1 Traffic Calming project (6 entrance features with 2 light fixtures on either side of the road and a speed table and four midblock speed tables on Judd Falls (2), Warren Road (1) and the 300 block of Forest Home Drive (1) ) out to bid in May and received only one bid and that bid was considerably over the budget. The Town has decided not to accept this bid.

 After discussing the matter with the State Department of Transportation and the Town's consultant on this project, the Town has identified specific areas where the bid was high and have proposed adjustments to the original project to bring the cost down.  They will be sending this revised project out again for bids.

The adjustments are as follows:

1.  Traffic control signs for routing traffic during construction will be simplified and made more localized and temporary.  The consultant's original plans called for a rather complex set of traffic control signs that added significant expense to the project. This change does not affect at all what is actually built.

2. The 18 inch edge treatment (Prismo) will be eliminated.  Instead, the Town has agreed to paint the edge a contrasting color (any color we choose, really) and to assume responsibility for maintaining the painting.  Having a separate material for the roadway edge from the main asphalt road surface involved quite a bit of handwork and is much more complicated than simply spreading asphalt from curb to curb.  This change will retain visual narrowing of the roadway as called for in the Traffic Calming Plan.  When the remainder of Forest Home roads are refinished (at a somewhat distant time in the future), we will still have the option of implementing the Prismo edge treatment--the price is likely to be much reduced when doing a large volume of work as opposed to the small bit of roadway being modified in Phase 1.

3.  The original design called for concrete bases for the light fixtures at the entrances.  The concrete was to have a stone facade.  The facade will be dropped from this implementation because of the high cost.  The facade is still part of the overall project and the Town will apply it as funds permit in the future.  (We can certainly discuss fund-raising for this part of the project if people are interested.)  It is just being removed from this initial phase of implementation.  In the meantime, the Town will either apply stain to the concrete base or provide some plantings to make it more attractive.  If the bids come in low enough, however, the stone may still be applied during this phase.

The Town hopes to have the revised proposal ready to go out for bids in mid-July.  There is a state-mandated 3-week period for the bid to be open.  This schedule means it is possible for construction to take place in mid to late August.

- from a Forest Home News email message to the community

