FHIA Historic Preservation Working Group Meeting, Tuesday, June 2, 2009 at the Oyer home, 117 McIntyre Place

Present:  Bruce Brittan, Bob Mooney, Ed and Mary Ann Oyer, and Lisa Wickham

The agenda for the meeting followed the 10 items in the minutes of the April meeting.

1. Lisa Wickham has called the History Center regarding items from Forest Home in their collection and will follow up with a meeting at the Center.

Liese Bronfenbrenner provided 10 copies each of the following materials for distribution to members and files: 1) Fall Creek Primrose with the annotation that this is “An addition to Albert Force 1897-1970 Free Hallow to Forest Home by E.B. Wells and L. Bronfenbrenner.  This story should appear before Chapter 1 of Free Hallow to Forest Home.  Liese appended a note stating this was the only Indian evidence she had been able to find.  2) A revised and corrected edition (September 1973) of a two page walking tour guide titled “Free Hallow - Forest Home” with map numbering homes and mill sites. 3) A 14 page, 1994 walking tour guide titled Forest Home Walking Tour and History and The Story of Forest Home by Albert Force  reprinted for the Forest Home Bicentennial 1994. And 4) a large page annotated map with houses and mill sites marked titled 1830>66 – Free Hallow-Forest Home- 1973.  We all owe Liese our expression of thanks for providing these materials.  Extra copies are on file with Ed Oyer.

2. Liese had also contacted Gould Colman regarding the Forest Home oral history interviews and they are in the Kroch Library Archives on the lower level at Cornell (inquire at reference desk) but not all were prescribed.

3. Regarding a Forest Home welcoming Committee and brochure to pass to new residents, Ed Oyer had discussed this with Jim Haldeman who presented our concern to the FHIA officers at their meeting on May 27.  They suggested that our group assume the responsibility of a Welcoming Committee.  After discussion we agreed to copy relevant pages from the FHIA website and present them to new residents with a personal visit.  All members present agreed to do this for new residents near their homes.

4. Bruce Brittan reported that Wendy Petti is putting Liese’s book on the FHIA website.  The first two chapters are already entered and can be viewed at http://fhia.org./history/fh.html.  After the meeting Bruce informed that Wendy would like to receive minutes of our meetings and her name has been added.

5. In regard to the survey instrument Bob Mooney planned to prepare, we were advised by the FHIA officers that they are planning to make a survey soon and want us to coordinate efforts so Bob will follow with them.

6. Bruce is in contact with Tony Opalka of the State Historic Preservation Office about our interest in extending the borders of the Forest Home Historic District and feels that this will not be a difficult thing to do and will follow up on details.

The next meeting of our Working Group will be held in the Chapel basement on June 30.

