FHIA Historic Preservation Working Group Meeting, 

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 at the FHC

Present:  Bruce Brittain, Liese Bronfenbrenner, Ed and Mary Ann Oyer, Wendy Petti, and Lisa Wickham

Wendy had reviewed the 86 transcripts of oral history that Gould Colman has deposited in the Cornell Archives and asked the group to identify those with FH connections so she could review them.  The following names were identified as having some FH connection: Charles Henderson, David Kaser, Henry Stack, Howard Dillingham, J. Gormley Miller, Thomas Neiderkorn, Jean Warren and Claire Goodman.  Thank you for joining us at our last two meetings Wendy and we look forward to your next visits to Ithaca!

Lisa Wickham had found transcripts from Charlotte Edwards and Nellie Drake in the History Center.  Lisa has done more work at the History Center and her listing of the folder and file index numbers of FH history in the History Center is appended to these minutes.  Thank you Lisa for your continuing efforts at the History Center and Historic Ithaca.

Liese Bronfenbrenner brought the newspaper clipping and photos from the FH Bicentennial event.  Bruce Brittain has them for filing.  This brought up the subject of the need for a central filing location for FH historical documents.  It was suggested that the Chapel would be an appropriate place for storage and Ed Oyer will approach Chapel officials to determine whether we could place a filing cabinet in the Chapel office with the provision of a modest annual storage fee. Also, all FH residents are encouraged to talk with neighbors who will be moving from FH to request any FH memorabilia that would be appropriate for our files.

Ed Oyer had duplicated 20 copies of the materials previously supplied by Liese Bronfenbrenner for distribution to new residents as we implement our welcoming committee duties.  Any members of the group who do not have copies of these materials should contact Ed to receive copies.

We have a significant number of historical documents already in hand and the subject of whether we should attempt to combine them into a “Welcoming Brochure” was raised.  It was also suggested that a “Walking Tour Map and Information Guide” should be posted at the Plantations and possibly at each of the entrances to FH to be provided in Phase I of the Traffic Calming project.

We discussed again the importance of gaining oral histories from current residents and our need for more professional assistance in doing this in an appropriate manner.

Bruce Brittain will update the FH entry on Wikipedia.  Thanks Bruce.

No date was set for the next meeting and Ed and Mary Ann will be away from Ithaca from September 19 to October 8.  We will correspond by email to set a meeting date between October 8 and 27 when we shall be departing for winter months in Colorado.  Be prepared to select someone in the group to provide leadership in our absence.  We must continue the activity of this working group!!

Respectfully submitted by Ed Oyer
